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Shaping a more 

equitable, sustainable 

and prosperous greater 

Chicago region

Immediate and 

long-term 

solutions

Connect region’s 

assets

Partnerships with 

governments, 

communities and 

business
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The Issues

What are our fundamental challenges today?



Some 

groundwater 

sources may be 

unusable in 5 -10 

years.

Enough?



Clean?Clean?



About 1.3 Willis 

Towers of water 

are lost each 

week in 

Northeastern 

Illinois due to 

leaks.

Safe?



Northeastern Illinois has more 

than 400 community water 

supply systems in operation.

Fragmented



Climate Change



The Solutions

How do we move forward today?



www.metroplanning.org/drinkingwater123
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Sensible Salting

• Anti-icing brine solution used 
before snow reduces road salt use

• Application innovation on trucks

• Service sharing between 2 
municipalities—1 produces 
solution, 1 applies

• Reduced salt use 30-50% ($75-
150K in annual savings, including 
staff needs + overtime)

• Reduced water pollution!



Conserve Water + Reduce Flooding

• New storm sewer + stormwater 
chamber under municipal park

• Partnership between Northbrook, 
IL, regional wastewater district, 
Park District + School District

• 7.5 million gallon chamber 
includes rainwater harvesting 
system

• Park uses rainwater to irrigate 
onsite while reducing chronic area 
flooding!



Demand Management = $ Savings
• Aurora, IL approved water 

conservation ordinance in 2006

• Water demand has dropped by 20 
gallons, per person, per day

• Capital improvement projects have 
been deferred indefinitely

• The ordinance has saved taxpayers 
an estimate $7.5M over the past 
10 years

• Reducing demand saves water + 
taxpayer money!



ENGAGE LEADERSHIP 
Champions are a strong catalyst for progress + innovation.

Photo Credit:  mugley/Flickr, Creative Commons License





Questions?

Thank you for helping spread 

the word!

Danielle Gallet

dgallet@metroplanning.org 

@DGalletH2O 

Contact

metroplanning.org/drinkingwater123

Visit

@metroplanners

#DrinkingWater123

Join the conversation on 

social media


